Religion 101-OL01
Survey of World Religions
Iowa Western Community College
Winter 2016
Instructor:
Office:
Phone:
E-Mail:
Office Hours:

Dr. Joshua Heter
STU-1134
(636)-699-9126
jheter@iwcc.edu
by appointment

Required Text:
- Molloy, Michael. Experiencing the World’s Religions – 6th
McGraw-Hill Higher Education ISBN #: 9781121668157
Course Description:
Introduction to World Religions provides insights into the nature of religious belief through
the study of primitive religions, Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Islam,
Judaism, Christianity.
Course Goals:
Upon successful completion of this course, the student should be able to:
1.

Comprehend the nature of religion and the basic aspects of the seven major living
religions of Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Judaism, Christianity, and
Islam.
1.1 Understand the essential components of religion.
1.2 Identify the universal problem and respective solution in each religious tradition.
1.3 Define and distinguish between the fundamental concepts in religious discourse,
such as: scripture, canon, authority, priest, prophet, and divinity.
1.4 Discuss the basic concepts of physical vs. spiritual reality, knowledge, belief, and
faith.

2.

Correlate each of the seven major living religions with their respective historical
developments.
2.1 Identify the founding/founders of the religious traditions.
2.2 Discuss the important factors/historical settings involved with their formation.
2.3 Know the current dynamic of the individual traditions in the world today.

3.

Serrate the major sects and denominations of the seven major living religions.
3.1 Understand the basic concepts of tradition, sect, heresy, and denomination.
3.2 Participate in discussions concerning the development and distinguishing beliefs
of these sects.
3.3 Develop tolerance for both traditional and non-traditional sects and
denominations.

4.

Distinguish the fundamental belief systems of the seven major living religions.
4.1 Comprehend the nature of dogma, exclusivism, inclusivism, and pluralism.
4.2 Explain the core doctrines of he religious traditions.
4.3 Distinguish the respective beliefs of the major sects and denominations.

5.

Master the subject of the religious writings of the seven major living religions.
5.1 Discuss the basic concepts of scripture, canon, revelation, inspirations, and
authority.
5.2 Correlate the respective traditions with the development of the canons.
5.3 Identify the processes and problems associated with religious writing, autographs,
trajectories, and textual criticism.

Course Expectations:
This is not a self-paced course. It is expected that students in an online class will “check in”
at least every other day (that would be the bare minimum).
Standards for Written Work:
All written work (short essays and final term paper project) must adhere to the following
standards: Papers are to be typed (on a computer) using a standard, common font. Papers
are to be double-spaced and are to have 1” margins on all sides (Top, Bottom, Left, and
Right). White paper and black ink is to be used on all papers. They are to be written in
Microsoft Word. The student is to place his/her Name, Course Title, Paper Title, and Date
left-aligned at the beginning of your paper. The body of your paper is to have each
paragraph with a ½” first-line indent. No papers are to use cover pages. The above
directions are for the purpose of making your papers and essays more readable. Grading
will be based 90% on content and 10% on readability.
Course Communications:
All students are expected to check ROC regularly as this will be our normal method of
communication. Class announcements, assignments, and calendar items will be posted
here on a regular basis. I shall, also, use ROC for email communications with students (both
group and individual).
Grades:
Each Section of the Course contains 3 components.
- Quizzes (33.3%) - Each section of the course contains a quiz based on the material
found in the reading from the textbook for that section.
- Essays (33.3%) - Each section of the course contains an brief essay based on a writing
prompt given by the instructor.

- Discussions (33%.3) - Each section contains a discussion forum. For each section,
each student should author an original, substantive post, and reply twice to the
posts of other students.
Grading Scale:
A: 90-100%
B: 80 - 89%
C: 70 - 79%

D: 60 - 69%
F: 0 - 59%

Problem Resolution:
If you have a conflict with me, concerns about my teaching and/or the course material,
please discuss this first with me. If we cannot resolve the difficulty, contact Jenny Kruger;
Dean of Communication, Education, and Fine Arts; STU 1150, (712)-325-3326
Notice of Class Cancellation:
1. Emergency closing of entire campus such as for weather – Students will be notified
through the Reiver Alert system. Students must register for this service; find Reiver
Alert on your ROC homepage.
2. Emergency cancellation of a class session such as for faculty illness – Students will be
notified through an announcement on the ROC course page if possible and/or a posted
note on the classroom door.
Cyber-Library
- Students can access books, magazines, journals, newspapers, films and audio books
24/7 through the Cyber-Library by clicking on the Cyber Library under Academics in
ROC.
- Students can contact the library for assistance with research and citations. Check
out our help features on the Cyber Library page in ROC.
- For questions about finding information at your campus or center, email
cyberlibrary@iwcc.edu or call 712-325-3247 for the Council Bluffs Campus or 712542-5117 for the Clarinda Campus. You can find the library hours posted on ROC.
Academic Support
- Free tutoring and academic assistance are available through the Academic Support
Center, located on the second floor of the Student Center on the Council Bluffs
campus in a variety of core, general requirement classes. One-on-one assistance is
available on a walk-in basis.
- Free online tutoring is available through Brainfuse on ROC. To access Brainfuse,
locate Online Tutoring next to My ROC Classes.
- For more information about tutoring services or help in your classes, email
tutoring@iwcc.edu or call 712-388-6841. A full tutoring schedule is posted by
subject area on ROC.

Dropping Classes
While we encourage you to do everything you can to complete your classes, it is always
better to drop a class than to fail it. If it becomes necessary for you to drop a class you can
drop a class online through ROC up to the last day to drop. We recommend that you always
talk to your advisor and financial aid before you drop a class. For more information on
dropping classes see the Advising Information Site in ROC under the Academics tab.
Honor Code – Academic Honesty:
Upon enrolling at Iowa Western Community College, each student assumes an obligation to
conduct her/his academic affairs in a manner compatible with the standards of academic
honesty established by the College and its faculty. If this obligation is neglected or ignored
by the student, disciplinary action will be taken. If a student is caught plagiarizing or
cheating in any other way (determined by the instructor), the student will receive a zero
for the assignment on the first offense and will fail the class on the second. Please refer to
the Student Code of Conduct for the Academic Dishonesty Policy.
Diversity Statement:
Iowa Western Community College values diversity and supports learning experiences that
promote intellectual growth and human enrichment.
American with Disabilities Act Statement:
If you are an individual with a disability who requires an accommodation to fully
participate in academic programs or campus activities, please email
disabilityservices@iwcc.edu or call 712-325-3299. Accommodations are arranged through
the Disability Services Office, on the second floor of the Student Center on the Council Bluffs
campus. Please allow adequate time to implement your accommodations.
Any student with mobility impairments should prepare for an emergency ahead of time by
instructing faculty and/or classmates on how to assist in case of an evacuation.
FERPA:
Student rights concerning access to educational records are spelled out in Federal Public
Law 98-380 as amended by Public Law 93-568 and in regulations published by the
Department of Education. The law and regulations require educational institutions to limit
the disclosure of information from the student’s record to those who have the student’s
written consent or to officials specifically permitted within the law. Students who wish to
grant access to their educational (class schedule, transcript of final grades, and progress
reports) or financial records (grants, loans, financial aid documents, statements and billing)
may do so by submitting an Access to Student Information Consent Form to the Records
and Registration Office. Access to information is only given at the Records and Registration
Office or Financial Aid and Cashier Offices.

For more information, including the full Access to Student Information policy, refer to the
Iowa Western Community College General Catalog or contact the Records and Registration
Office.
Non-Discrimination Statement
It is the policy of Iowa Western Community College not to discriminate on the basis of race,
creed, color, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, sex, disability, religion, or
age in its programs, activities, or employment practices as required by the Iowa Code
sections 216.9 and 256.10(2), Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. §
2000d and 2000e), the Equal Pay Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. § 206, et seq.), Title IX (Educational
Amendments, 20 U.S.C. §§ 1681-1688), Section 504 (Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C. §
794), and the Americans with Disabilities Act (42 U.S.C. § 12101, et seq.).
Individuals having questions or complaints related to compliance with this policy should
contact Kim Henry, Dean of Student Life and Student Success, phone number, 712/3253207 or the Director of the Office for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education, Citigroup
Center, 500 W. Madison Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661, phone number 312/730-1560 fax,
312/730-1576.
Course Topics:
- Section 1: Understanding Religion
What is religion?
Oral Traditions
- Section 2: Hinduism
Vedic Tradition
Caste System
- Section 3: Buddhism
The life of the Buddha
Nirvana
- Section 4: Taoism
Confucianism
- Section 5: Judaism
- Section 6: Christianity
Catholicism
Protestantism
- Section 7: Islam
- Section 8: Alternative Paths
Mormonism
Unitarianism

EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY AND NON-HARASSAMENT
Iowa Western community college is committed to a policy of equal educational opportunity. Therefore the
College prohibits discrimination on the basis of unlawful criteria such as race, color, creed, religion, national
or ethnic origin, ancestry, genetic information, physical or mental disability, age, sex, sexual orientation,
gender identity or expression, pregnancy, marital status, veteran status, AIDS/HIV status, citizenship, or
medical condition, as those terms are defined under applicable laws, in admitting students to its programs
and facilities and in administering its admissions policies, educational policies, scholarship and loan
programs, athletic programs and other institutionally administered programs or programs made available to
students. In keeping with this policy of equal educational opportunity, the College is committed to creating
and maintaining an atmosphere free from all forms of harassment.

