
IOWA WESTERN COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
COURSE SYLLABUS  
SOC-200-OL01: MINORITY GROUP RELATIONS  
Term:  WINTERIM 2020 

Dates: December 02, 2020 – December 22, 2020  

The course begins on Wednesday 12/22 and ends Tuesday 12/22. This is a full 
term 16 week course to be completed in roughly 3 weeks.  During a large portion 
of this class, the college offices and campus are closed.  During large stretches, 
IT assistance will be limited to communication with the instructor.   

To be successful in this course, students are expected to have/do the following: 

• Reliable internet access 
• Daily access to a reliable computer 
• At least 3 dedicated hours to class every day 
• Ability to troubleshoot technical issues remotely 

This course will have regular deadlines and attendance (online activity) 
requirements.  It is not a self-paced course.  As this is a common time of year for 
students to take trips, it is not recommended to take this course if students are 
planning a trip that would interfere with any of the listed items above.  

The withdraw timeline (100% refund WED 12/02, 50% refund THUR 12/03) and 
drop (THUR 12/16) dates for this course occur very quickly, so it is advised that 
students determine whether this style of course is a good fit for them prior to the 
start of the course.   

I.  Faculty Information: 

Instructor: Ashley Kistner, B.A., M.A.  Office: See Division Sec’y 
Phone: Student Assistance Hours: By 

Appointment 
E-mail: akistner@iwcc.edu  

II.   Course Information: 

SOC-200-OL01 Minority Group Relations Credits 
3 

Lecture 
3 

Lab 
0 



Course Description: 
As presented in catalog 

Prerequisites: 

As noted in catalog 

Course Meeting Times: Online course attendance, interaction, and activity are expected 
and will be verified through course attendance reports. 

Course Location: Remote 

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS:  

Desmond, Matthew and Mustafa Emirbayer. 2016. Race in America. 1st edition. W.W. 
Norton & Company, Inc. New York. ISBN: 978-0-393-28936-7. 
https://digital.wwnorton.com/raceinamerica (InQuizitive Student Set = ) 

You will sign up for digital access by using the registration code within your textbook 
and creating an account through the above website.  

To be successful in this course, students are expected to have/do the following: 

• Reliable internet access 
• Daily access to a reliable computer 
• At least 3 dedicated hours to class every day 
• Ability to troubleshoot technical issues remotely 

Suggested Supplemental Textbooks, References: 

Office 365 Suite is required for many online coursework assignments. To facilitate 
interaction between classmates, students can download the free version from their ROC 
Portal Page for use in their online courses. 

Course Learning Objectives and Course 
Competencies: 
The Learning Objectives for this course are (upon successful completion of this course, 
the student will be able to): 

1. Explain what determines majority-minority status in society 
2. Describe the similarities and differences between the concepts of race and 

ethnicity 



3. Describe the major theories of prejudice 
4. Describe the major theories of discrimination 
5. Describe the socio-historical experience of different racial and ethnic groups in 

American society  

COURSE PRACTICES: 

Attendance is determined by completion of assigned work. No late assignments are 
accepted in this course without official documentation of emergency or unplanned and 
debilitating event. 

Participation Requirements 

Online courses require a clear pattern of participation for all students. Due dates are not 
flexible and no late work is accepted in this course. Participation is determined by 
handing in assigned materials. 

The attendance standard for IWCC is that each student logs in and participates in some 
meaningful way, i.e. assignment completion, forum discussion, quiz completion, etc., 
inside of the online course—at a minimum—at least one time each day that an 
assignment is due. 

Standards for written work 

Always use professional language, including correct grammar and spelling while 
working on materials for this course. Coursework must be typed and submitted through 
ROC/Canvas to be counted for a grade. 

Late assignments 

Absolutely no late papers or assignments will be accepted in this course without prior 
arrangement with the instructor or official documentation of a debilitating event. 

Extra Credit 

Extra credit is not offered in this course. Any emails requesting grade changes or extra 
credit will not be returned and may be forwarded on to the dean and/or administration. 

Online Classroom Management and Behavior: 
You have chosen to take a college level Sociology course. In doing so, you have agreed 
to think critically about (and to openly critique) the social environment in which we live 
and breathe. This will include major institutions in American society such as (but not 
limited to) the government, economics, capitalism, gender, race, family, religion, etc. 



This is not always easy but you are required to bring an open mind and be willing to 
address these aspects of American society in a critically meaningful way. 

It is expected that all students in the online environment address classmates and the 
instructor cordially and professionally. While debate and discussion may be the norm in 
a college classroom, doing so respectfully is the class standard. (I will address you in a 
way that recognizes the respect and dignity you deserve as a scholar at this institution, 
and I expect the same from you to each member of the course. This standard applies to 
all of us even during moments of disagreement.)  Any violation of this policy could result 
in a failing grade for the assignment(s) in question. All course work must be submitted 
through the ROC LMS. Emailed work will not be accepted.  

Communication with Instructor 
The best way to contact me is through email. I will respond to all validly written emails 
within 24 hours. Valid emails include a formal salutation, are checked for spelling and 
grammar and include course and student identification.  
 
A validly written email includes the following information – salutation, sender’s name, 
course you are enrolled in, body paragraph and email closing with sender’s name - and 
should look similar to the example below:  

 
Dear Ms. Kistner,  
My name is Ashley and I’m enrolled in (Course #). I have a question regarding – 
assignment, discussion, grade, etc. Thank you for your time.  
Sincerely;  
Ashley Kistner  

 
Emails using signs or symbols in place of words, “text talk”, slang, or emails with 
ambiguous requests will not be returned.  
 
All emails asking me to increase your grade, give you points, etc. may be forwarded to 
administration and will not receive a reply.  
 
Students must use their IWCC email when contacting the instructor about matters 
related to the course.  

Social Distancing in response to covid-19: 

Students in an online class may choose to meet with their instructor during student assistance 
hours on campus or at a center location.  Faculty, staff, and students are expected to take 
reasonable precautions while in an office setting to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all 
parties.  Whenever possible, students should stay a minimum of six feet apart from other 
parties.  Where seats and standing room is designated off limits, students should respect 
boundaries.  All parties (faculty, staff, and students) are required to supply their own face 
covering that they are required to wear at all times during a face-to-face meeting.  Individuals 



who arrive to the meeting without a face covering will be turned away.  Students exhibiting 
symptoms of illness will be asked to leave the office and not return until they are symptom-free 
or can provide a note from a physician clearing them to return.  Students will also be asked to 
leave if they fail to comply with social distancing practices.  Students who refuse to leave will be 
escorted out of the building by Security. 

Grading 
• Chapter Readings and Quizzing  

o Students will complete chapter quizzes online (InQuizitive) which 
incorporate and cover chapter readings (10 points each) 

• Discussions  
o Covering the corresponding chapter, students will participate in class 

discussions which cover topics related to assigned readings and content, 
a minimum of one additional comment is always required (30 points each) 

• Sociology Labs  
o Covering the corresponding chapter, students will complete an activity, 

project or assignment relating to assigned readings and content (40 points 
each) 

Viewing Final Grades 

560-504 = A 
503-448 = B 
447-392 = C 
391-336 = D 
335 and below = F 
 

Final Grade Scale (Percents):  100.0-90.0: A   / 89.9-80.0: B  /  79.9-70.0: C  /  69.9-
60.0: D  /  59.9—Below 

Final grades are viewable on ROC the Tuesday after the end of the semester: Self-
Services Menu, Students, and Academic Record. 

Important Dates 

Please see the “Academic Calendar” in ROC. 

(Specific dates are noted in the College Academic Calendar). 

Problem Resolution 

If you have a conflict with me, concerns about my teaching and/or the course material, 
please discuss this first with me. If we cannot resolve the difficulty, please contact 



Ambe White, Dean of Social Sciences and Business, Lewis 112, awhite@iwcc.edu or 
712-325-3371. 

Notice of Campus Situations/Course Interruptions 

Course Interruption – Students will be notified in the unlikely event that 
the ROC system would not be accessible for an extended period of time. 

Course Topical Outline and Schedule 

The full course schedule concludes this document. 

III. Information/College Policy 
Cyber-Library 

Students can access books, magazines, journals, newspapers, films and audio books 
24/7 through the Cyber-Library by clicking on the Cyber Library under Academics in 
ROC. 

Students can contact the library for assistance with research and citations. Check out 
our help features on the Cyber Library page in ROC. 

For questions about finding information at your campus or center, email 
cyberlibrary@iwcc.edu or call 712-325-3247 for the Council Bluffs Campus or 712-542-
5117 for the Clarinda Campus.  You can find the library hours posted on ROC. 

Academic Support  

FREE tutoring and academic assistance for a variety of core, general requirement 
classes are available through the Tutoring Center, located on the second floor of the 
Student Center on the Council Bluffs campus.  One-on-one assistance is available on a 
drop-in basis. 

FREE online tutoring is available through Brainfuse on ROC. To access Brainfuse, 
locate Online Tutoring next to My ROC Classes. 

For more information about tutoring services or help in your classes, email 
tutoring@iwcc.edu or call 712-388-6841.  A full tutoring schedule by subject area is 
posted on ROC. 

Dropping Classes 

While we encourage you to do everything you can to complete your classes, it is always 
better to drop a class than to fail it. If it becomes necessary for you to drop a class you 



can drop a class online through ROC up to the last day to drop. We recommend that 
you always talk to your adviser and financial aid before you drop a class. For more 
information on dropping classes see the Advising Information Site in ROC under the 
Academics tab. 

Personal Electronic Devices 

To provide an environment conducive to learning, Iowa Western Community College 
requires that cellular phones, pagers, and other personal electronic devices be turned 
off or set to vibrate when entering classrooms, computer labs, library, offices, 
auditoriums, or arena areas. Cellular phones with picture taking capabilities are not 
allowed in bathrooms, locker rooms, or other areas where there is a reasonable 
expectation of privacy. Faculty members do have the right to prohibit the use of any 
electronic device in their classroom. 

Honor Code – Academic Honesty 

Upon enrolling at Iowa Western Community College, each student assumes an 
obligation to conduct her/his academic affairs in a manner compatible with the 
standards of academic honesty established by the College and its faculty.  If this 
obligation is neglected or ignored by the student, disciplinary action will be 
taken.  Please refer to the Student Code of Conduct for the Academic Dishonesty 
Policy. 

FERPA 

Student rights concerning access to education records are spelled out in Federal Public 
Law 98-380 as amended by Public Law 93-568 and in regulations published by the 
Department of Education. The law and regulations require educational institutions to 
limit the disclosure of information from the student’s record to those who have the 
student’s written consent or to officials specifically permitted within the law.  Students 
who wish to grant access to their education (class schedule, transcript of final grades, 
and progress reports) or financial records (grants, loans, financial aid documents, 
statements and billing) may do so by submitting an Access to Student Information 
Consent Form to the Records and Registration Office. Access to information is only 
given at the Records and Registration Office or Financial Aid and Cashier Offices. 

For more information, including the full Access to Student Information policy, refer to the 
Iowa Western Community College General Catalog or contact the Records and 
Registration Office. 

Diversity Statement: 

Iowa Western Community College values diversity and supports learning experiences 
that promote intellectual growth and human enrichment. 



American with Disabilities Act Statement: 

If you are an individual with a disability who requires an accommodation to fully 
participate in academic programs or campus activities, please email 
disabilityservices@iwcc.edu or call 712-325-3299. Accommodations are arranged 
through the Disability Services Office, on the second floor of the Student Center on the 
Council Bluffs campus. Please allow adequate time to implement your 
accommodations. 

Any student with mobility impairments should prepare for an emergency ahead of time 
by instructing faculty and/or classmates on how to assist in case of an evacuation. 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY AND NON-DISCRIMINATION: 

It is the policy of Iowa Western Community College to provide equal educational 
opportunities and not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, national 
or ethnic origin, ancestry, genetic information, physical or mental disability, age, sex, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, pregnancy, marital status, veteran 
status, AIDS/HIV status, citizenship, or medical condition, as those terms are defined 
under applicable laws, in its educational programs, activities, or employment practices. 

Questions or complaints? Contact Title IX and Equal Opportunity Coordinator, Reanna 
Heim, or ADA Coordinator, Samantha Larson, equity@iwcc.edu, 712-325-3200, or the 
Director of the Office for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education, Citigroup 
Center, 500 W. Madison, Suite 1475, Chicago, IL 60661, (312)-730-
1560, OCR.Chicago@ed.gov. More information 
at https://www.iwcc.edu/about/statement.asp. 

EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY AND NON-HARASSMENT 

Iowa Western Community College is committed to a policy of equal educational 
opportunity. Therefore the College prohibits discrimination on the basis of unlawful 
criteria such as race, color, creed, religion, national or ethnic origin, ancestry, genetic 
information, physical or mental disability, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or 
expression, pregnancy, marital status, veteran status, AIDS/HIV status, citizenship, or 
medical condition, as those terms are defined under applicable laws, in admitting 
students to its programs and facilities and in administering its admissions policies, 
educational policies, scholarship and loan programs, athletic programs, and other 
institutionally administered programs or programs made available to students. In 
keeping with this policy of equal educational opportunity, the College is committed to 
creating and maintaining an atmosphere free from all forms of harassment. 

 

  



COURSE TOPICAL OUTLINE AND SCHEDULE 

List of Due dates 
You must have your text in hand on 12/02/2020, the day this class begins. If you do not 
have your text on day 1, my suggestion is to drop the course, as you will not be 
successful in this course if you do not have your text on the first day of the course. 
*** All assignments are due at 11:55pm on the Due Date. No late assignments are 
accepted in this course, so if you miss a deadline you will forfeit the points for all 
assignments. 
 
Due Date Assignments Due 

12/04 at 11:55pm Read Chapter 1 
Chapter 1 InQuizitive 
Sociology Lab 1 
Discussion 1+ 1 Comment  

12/07 at 11:55pm 
 
 

Read Chapter 2 
Chapter 2 InQuizitive 
Sociology Lab 2 
Discussion 2+ 1 Comment 

12/10 at 11:55pm Read Chapter 3 
Chapter 3 InQuizitive 
Sociology Lab 3 
Discussion 3 + 1 Comment  

12/13 at 11:55pm 
 
 
 

Read Chapter 4 
Chapter 4 InQuizitive 
Sociology Lab 4 
Discussion 4 + 1 Comment 

12/16 at 11:55pm 
 
 
 

Read Chapter 5 
Chapter 5 InQuizitive 
Sociology Lab 5 
Discussion 5 + 1 Comment 

12/19 at 11:55pm 
 
 
 

Read Chapter 6 
Chapter 6 InQuizitive 
Sociology Lab 6 
Discussion 6 + 1 Comment 

12/21 at 11:55pm 
 
 
 

Read Chapter 7 
Chapter 7 InQuizitive 
Sociology Lab 7 
Discussion 7 + 1 Comment 

 


